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DEFLECTION IS… 

A COMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVE

Treatment, 

Housing,

Services, and 

Recovery

Police / Fire / 

EMS

Starts With

and

Grounded in

Community
NOT A PROGRAM!

THAT CREATES A USEFUL FRAMEWORK 

FOR RESPONDING TO OTHER ISSUES
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Deflection Responses to Behavioral Health 

Challenges are Centered in the Community

Deflection – Creating Pathways to Treatment, Services, and Recovery

• An early, “upstream” approach - Deflection is prevention: 

• Moving away from justice system without having entered it

• Behavioral health guided with criminal justice partnerships alongside

• Crime reduction and well being both - Better public safety and public health

• Reduces the “Social Burden” placed on the police
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• Co-responder

• Community-responder

• Mobile Crisis Teams

• Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT)

• Crisis/Triage centers

• First Responder (FR) Diversion

• Deflection

• Pre-arrest diversion (PAD)

• Pre-booking diversion

• Law enforcement assisted 

diversion

• Alternatives to Arrest (A2A)

Variety of Terms for the Practice of Deflection

Whatever It’s Called: Third Way for Police/FR

1) Arrest 2) Take No Action 3) Deflect

**Not Waiting for the Crisis**
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Deflection: Where to Find Us

Southern IL Counties

• Randolph

• Washington

• Alexander

• Jefferson

• Franklin

• Hardin

• Pulaski

• Massac

• Williamson* 

• Jackson*

• Johnson*

Central IL Counties

• Calhoun

• Green

• Jersey

• Macoupin

• Madison

• Monroe

• Montgomery

• St. Clair

Suburban Cook County

• Harvey

• Justice

• Schiller Park

• Dixmoor*

• Chicago Heights*
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• Meet with community stakeholders

• Connect with TASC’s Center for Health & Justice 

– Jac Charlier, Executive Director

– jcharlier@tasc.org

• Connect with TASC’s Deflection Division

– Nicole Munoz, Director

– nmunoz@tasc.org

• Take Action!

How to Bring Deflection to Your Community
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United States Survey of Deflection 

Sites

https://bja.ojp.gov/library/publications/report-national-survey-assess-first-responder-deflection-programs-response
https://bja.ojp.gov/library/publications/report-national-survey-assess-first-responder-deflection-programs-response


Free Deflection eCourse



White House 

Announces 

2022 

National 

Drug Control 

Strategy:

Principle #2 

Outlines the 

Role of 

Deflection

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/21/fact-sheet-white-house-releases-2022-national-drug-control-strategy-that-outlines-comprehensive-path-forward-to-address-addiction-and-the-overdose-epidemic/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/21/fact-sheet-white-house-releases-2022-national-drug-control-strategy-that-outlines-comprehensive-path-forward-to-address-addiction-and-the-overdose-epidemic/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/21/fact-sheet-white-house-releases-2022-national-drug-control-strategy-that-outlines-comprehensive-path-forward-to-address-addiction-and-the-overdose-epidemic/

