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About me (1 of 2)

• Born in Cleveland, OH – 7th generation Clevelander
• Raised in Shaker Heights, OH
• Went to Brown University for undergrad and Med School
• Worked with UCSF and SFDPH on Primary Care Health Policy and 

Quality Improvement
• Stayed in San Francisco for Primary Care Internal Medicine Residency 

focused on under-served populations at SFGH



About me (2 of 2)

• Met my wife, Teki, in SF – she said “we will move to Cleveland, why 
would anyone want to live anywhere else?”

• 2015 started at MetroHealth at the Broadway Clinic
• Increasing leadership opportunities at MetroHealth – most recently 

Division Director of Internal Medicine (50 direct reports) and Interim 
Medical Administrator for Primary Care Service Line (21 primary care 
health centers in Cuyahoga County)

• Opportunity of a lifetime posted to be Director of Public Health on 
April 20th – accepted job on May 24th



About CDPH

We can be…
•The most responsive,
•The most trusted,
•The most impactful
Health Department in the Country.





The most responsive



The most trusted



The most impactful 



The most impactful



The most impactful – Tobacco Use

• Cleveland’s smoking rate: 30% of all adults (worst in the country)
• USA average smoking rate: 12.5%
• Tobacco Use is the leading preventable cause of death in the United 

States.
• One in five deaths are attributed to cigarettes.
• Life expectancy for smokers is at least 10 years shorter than for non-

smokers.
• Quitting before the age of 40 reduces the risk of dying from smoking-

related disease by 90%.



The most impactful – Black Infant Mortality
• Black infant mortality rate in Cleveland 14.6 per 1000 compared to 2 

per 1000 White infant mortality.

The most impactful – Lead Poisoning
• Lead poisoning rate is 12.5% (Lead > 5ug/dL) in Cleveland children –

the number should be 0%.

The most impactful – Gun Violence
• Gunshot wound hospital visits nearly doubled from 2019 (91.9 per 

100,000) to 2021 (157.5 per 100,000)



The most impactful – Traffic 
Fatalities
• 74 traffic-related deaths in 2021, 31 as of 8/8/22 in 2022. The Vision 

is ZERO.

The most impactful – Opioid Overdose Deaths
• Cleveland had 72.5 deaths per 100K population from opioids, 

compared to 37.8 per 100K in Cuyahoga, 14.5 per 100K in USA.

The most impactful –
• Air pollution, Food safety, Diabetes, Obesity, Mental Health, Maternal 

Health, Access to Health care, Access to Green space, Access to 
Healthy Food, Poverty, Systemic Racism



Monkeypox



COVID-19



CDPH and HHSA Committee
We can be…
• The most responsive,
• The most trusted,
• The most impactful
Health Department in the Country.

Looking forward to partnering with this Committee to 
help us get there.

Thank you!
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